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REPORT 


To the Honorable the General Assembly of the State of Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantations, at its January Session, 1914: 


The Commissioners herewith present their forty-fourth annual 
report, for the year 1913, which contains, as required by law, data 
and statistics with respect to the fisheries under their jurisdiction 
and such recommendations as they deem expedient. 

The fisheries in general have been in a quite prosperous condition. 
Especially can this be said of the lobster industry. Not only has 
there been a marked increase in the number of pounds taken from 
the waters of the state, but there has also been a great increase in 
the average number of pounds per lobster pot. This gain is due 
largely to the persistent enforcement of the lobster laws and to the 
rearing of young lobsters at the State Hatchery at Wickford. 

It is the sincere hope of your Commissioners that the laws regu- 
lating the general fisheries may be put in the same effective condition 
as those relating to the lobster industry. At present they are 
ambiguous, difficult to enforce and in many cases obsolete. Your 
Commission recommends that a committee be appointed from your 
honorable body to assist them in drawing up new laws which shall 
give the proper protection to these fisheries. 

Considerable interest has been shown by sportsmen in this section 
of the country in the possibility of establishing rod and reel fishing for 
tuna in Block Island. Your Commission is very much interested 
in the matter and is doing all in its power to encourage it. More 
extended references to this valuable fishery is made on page 30 and 
following. 
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The work of the Commission has followed the usual lines as outlined 
below, more detailed statements will be found in the body of the 
report. 

The stocking of fresh-water ponds and streams. 

The enforcement of the laws relating to fresh-water fishes. 

The purchase of egg-bearing lobsters. 

The employment of deputies to enforce the lobster laws. 

The rearing of lobsters to the bottom-seeking stages. 

The gathering of data and statistics with respect to the food-fishes. 

The codperation with fisheries authorities of neighboring states 
and abroad. 


Occasion is here taken to thank the New York, New Haven and 
Hartford Railroad Company for its courtesy in granting free trans- 
portation of fry and messengers. 


The financial statement for the year 1913 is as follows: 


State of Rhode Island in account with the Commissioners of Inland 


Fisheries. . 
DEBIT. 
1913. 
Dec. 31. To expenses of the Commissioners from 
January 1, to December 31;1913......... $838 20 


To expenses and services of deputies under 

the law from January 1, to December 31, 

HOLS. wastes satan al ads cake ery 3,491 80 
To purchase of boat for deputies, 1913...... 1,000 00 
To expenses at the Wickford Hatchery and 

Experiment Station, January 1, to Decem- 

ber OleliO1S patel). She». fainlake 9,020 54 
To purchase of Egg Lobsters............... 1,707 40 


$16,057 94 
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CREDIT. 
1913. 
Dec. 31. By received from the State Treasurer....... $16,057 94 


Amount received for 295 lobster licenses, at $5.00 each, 
as per receipts from the State Treasurer. . . $1,475 00 


Respectfully submitted, 


CHAS. W. WILLARD, 

DANIEL B. FEARING, 

WILLIAM H BOARDMAN, Secretary. 
ADELBERT D. ROBERTS, 
THEOPHILE GUERIN, 

WILLIAM P. MORTON, 

ISAAC H. CLARKE, 
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STOCKING FRESH-WATER PONDS AND STREAMS. 


The number of brook trout distributed by your Commission in 
1913 was somewhat under normal owing to the extremely low state 
of the ponds and streams. The continuance of dry seasons accom- 
panied by extensive deforestation has made it necessary for the 
Commission to exercise great care in distributing fish. Streams 
which were formerly well adapted for brook trout have become 
unsuitable because of high temperatures and low waters during the 
summer season. 

In addition to brook trout a considerable number of white perch 
were put in suitable places last year. The majority of the fish were 
well filled with spawn and were liberated a short time prior to the 
spawning period. 

The fishing in streams previously stocked by your Commission 
was quite successful in 1913, especially for large-mouthed black bass 
and trout. The latter owing to the abuses of excessive fishing and 
unfavorable seasons were not very plentiful, but those caught were 
unusually large. Fishing for large-mouthed black bass in the 
Paweatuck and its tributaries was continued with increasing success. 


THE COLLECTION OF DATA AND STATISTICS RELATING 
TO THE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES. 


Every effort has been made to make this branch of the Commis- 
sion’s work reliable and trustworthy, but as mentioned in previous 
reports, the absence on our statute books of laws making returns 
compulsory has prevented us from making this data complete. 


GENERAL CONDITIONS OF THE FISHERIES IN 1913. 


In general, the fishing in Narragansett Bay in 1913 was a little 
better than that of the previous year, but not above the average. 
Small scup and small butterfish were quite plentiful asin 1912. Trash 
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fish, such as are used as bait, were also quite abundant. Especially 
noteworthy was the fact that striped bass and young pollock were 
caught well up the Bay, a quite unusual thing for recent years. 

Hand-line fishing, both within the Bay and off Newport, was well 
above the average, especially the tautog fishing off Newport. The 
first catch of these fish in Rhode Island waters was made in the 
fyke nets on April 2nd, but there were none caught by hand lines 
until April 19th. 

In the off-shore traps the general fishing was excellent. This 
statement is especially true with reference to the scup fishing which 
was far ahead of any recent year, both in the length of run and the 
number of fish caught. 

The following tables of the shipment of sea products from Newport 
are submitted as heretofore. The large gain in the number of fish 
shipped is due almost entirely to the extraordinary run of scup. 
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TasBe I. 


Table Showing the Amount of Fish, Lobsters, and Other Sea Products Shipped 
Monthly from Newport by the Principal Transportation Companies 
During the Year 1918. 


1913. 


Barrels Fish. 


1,48114 
1,959 
1,074 
2,24416 
15,878 
12,7861% 
3,904 
2,87014 
4,649 
3,854 
6,303 
3,049 


60,053 


Barrels Lobsters. 


1,983 
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TaBLe II. 
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Table Showing Shipment of Fish, Lobsters, and Other Sea Products from Newport 
for the last Twenty-Seven Years. 


US8%isa1 
1888... 
1889... 
1890... 
1SSh... . 
1892... 
1893... 
1894... 
1895... 
1896... 
189 ge 
1898... 
1899... 
1900... 
1901... 
1902... 
1903... 
1904... 
1905... 
1096. . 

1907... 
1908... 
1909... 
1910... 
HOT. 5. 
1912... 
1913... 


Total. . 


Barrels Fish. 


16,657 
15,033 
19,306 

8,933 
18,032 
26,832 
24,452 
17,769 
24,622 
20,425 
52,098 
34,065 
34,917 
38,184 
50,500 
53,986 
54,384 
62,106 
50,127 
60,955 
59,674 
48,814 
46,031 
53,154 


39,141 
56,325 
60,053 


1,046,575 
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1,474 84 
1,921 45 
977 122 
1,3063/233) 17 
1,529 322 
2,5173 287 
3,2523 145 
427 112 
2,281 50 
1,465 38 
1,983} 27 
58,6643|233) 1,250 


| Barrels Clams. 


| Barrels Spawn. 
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Number Horse- 
mackerel. 
| Barrels Turtles. 
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THE LOBSTER INDUSTRY. 


The early part of the lobster season was poor and continued so 
until the latter part of July, when remarkable catches were made. 
The total number of pounds of lobsters caught in Rhode Island waters 
in 1913 was, 1,210,094 pounds, nearly double that of 1912, and the 
average number pounds per pot increased from 438 to 69. This 
extraordinary increase in a well established fishery is attributed to 
the enforcement of the lobster laws and to the rearing of lobsters 
at the Wickford Hatchery. The fishermen have continued to report 
a great abundance of small lobsters, especially in those parts stocked 
by the Wickford Hatchery. 

The following tables have been compiled from data furnished for 
the greater part by William T. Luth, Chief Deputy Lobster Com- 
missioner. At the conclusion of these a list of the licensed lobster 
men is given as prescribed by law: 


TaBLeE III. 


Table Comparing the Number of Pounds of Lobsters, Number of Pots, and Average 
Number of Pounds Per Pot, for the Years 1904-19138. 


Total | Number Sven 

al Pome | rae |, of Raia. “Pounds 
OA: sade Yaveis ss Yat oeye/o i GNeT9 a8) 2 CTR ANCES ee sales PNT Fo eh 376,994 226,994 7,935 45 
1 Lo US RA ats Severs Pt tite eee &.c aeecaee o nid eee 6 A 448,300 301,659 9,180 48 
LOOG! 57. SR ER = poyeinte ctaahe c Peete ats che See aeiers athe 671,914 353,573 11,355 59 
LOO seis Ryans wloxch orcs fe, vo Rs cited Oo ae 929,423 581,189 12,104 76 
AOS Es 5 tysin a twlatoretste «fhe wide Oe Oe sce 1 POM ysis kare 1,471,344 665,009 20,011 73 
QOD ese thts chests side doo OU eo acs ede ents 1,342,983 757,837 23,220 57 
UOTOUS.. B08 oo levsesrcre = at che toe © =, ci Role aloes 833,683 489,815 22,091 37 
SW Cis eo a th oh co RS 891,886 513,076 23,294 38 
Ne SS habehels toseyoad von (ate Wtcts Bret RRET: aah Mis, Ok tate ve fo enone 745,257 372,726 17,259 43 
NOS sR TAS wc becordiat cate ea ore so Renae AO Siok teens 1,210,094 520,962 17,335 69 
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TABLE V. 


Number of Pots, Boats and Men Engaged in Lobster Fishing in the State of Rhode 
Island for 1918. 


Location. Men. Boats. | Pots. 

Blockalslang op. cs cisceis cictes Splsatan 's sinve s cise ie tee eisele Meet ereee 72 38 5,450 
IBTISGOl Sie eter salasetass eicrsvetors o ovouateke = steve lorny ate e¥e ols crsearane ev dureretele mieeinc ters 8 U 480 
A HArlestOwI\.: ssieteioe sc hlsyls atetesee ere etelaiclersiaic e.eieieretei aier) iciental craves 5 3 150 
Va bom 527.752 & leralosore roierciotors softs oiete cic oxvetevareletorsisiaielelete ress ereistctoiets ie 2 2 140 
SJAIMESEOWH sh.055 o/ishe, 1010/0) <1< 0/2 ais faveheysrs/ ayers olasev= hwiel a lelenere) aleteietetererepers ons 10 10 410 
Tittle! COMPTON yao. ctor) cto) atereve etoreie evel sysictats aloha cisieieente te etic nine 10 10 384 
IVIt ATE EO WIN sje er ene cic cies, «01s, eve%e (ol stava'ay syn oayeks tie evetels cleler sietenesatetewersie 5 5 260 
INE a Gree tn) San ooiss abbpdormadenonc cobobuddaom 7aacoce jack c 27 23 1,361 
INK) 1010) 4 Ree ee Ea OC ORE Oe ARO AoE GS orn ac Std Bam cok 79 66 4,680 
IEEE (0b are mtas cn Ona DOR Oran occa ous <ondlon odo da daamonoade 3 2 110 
HPROLUSMOU LD os reteveisialelercia sicieehetalersiatersvexcietteaetoteteisieteieletoletieiercrtereretere 4 4 175 
Prudence island centers tate are siloev elec eicleeeatereleielers ere ee itetereieeersielerels 4 4 205 
SAU EKSCO WM. 0:5) y2:opetertyepsinvsiece Pusvaiersisislcvtepete sieye syns cielorstar> ete isp ater eine 7 5 287 
PLA VOTLOM se uses se eval coterstn ate ereratoees relate slov chs) o/eile oseistsiere ones otayste sie eectaie 10 10 462 
VU) to Bee Ree Aras Aree OMI c CMCMeE Toccata cme Aeron A 13 8 626 
WERO sbi Lowe adoppHidoca toad bose “oC sadacoce cus DO aGrNAGEs 2 2 52 
WWVALTOT Goi 5.5 Bene, Seei's ti ofesejere store usa dsiarelens vere leis els isie eleVaieis:sueiersYoraleleraleipicrt’s 8 6 666 
\NGSIG Sd \gaiate dt ociABO ne aA bio Boland e Gaba sBenbisc oan doucenadra.c 13 11 880 
AWWA CISEONG /ayesc urease: eet vevelore cassis erepera ints fe ctctetstere elctere isiciaie hese rerateleres estate 2 2 50 
OtheriPla cess tyetic itn scree cvestr rere orciete ie olayniclets| 816) rere eye te yw arse itera 11 9 502 

ROCA) vas ja eh vodevereiete reseteassere ic) heres jetste.e wisi kone svessoeralevareiois eres erste sess 295 227 17,330 


*In addition to these a few boats were fishing just beyond the three-mile limit. The bulk of 
their lobsters were brought into Rhode Island. 
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List of Lobster Licenses Granted in 1913. 


TiNon Name. Location. 
eeevoseph Io, Batonyo2. o. 64646 ves 25 Se spews Saunderstown. 
EP loseph Litatam cl¥.n. 5 a5 ¢o755 of 2452 lke y 
ao Henry heigptletield. . 5.53.65. 245252985: Block Island. 
Ae Vier. 3 S3 ay 64 6 ee 2a oe 5 oR Tiverton. 

Re mGnmimPelObeMaray Cyc ers 6 feeb ene les ke ‘ 
ie UR cot) 3 ies | Doe (a ar Block Island. 
members Bomb. sess osc diy sh oe eRe 
Oe DETERS (00 17] 7 AU ae a f 
i Nia eel aha) D (00 0: ae on oP ne ‘A 
iieeeroniiece A. heanphear, 3 ),'46 .o5 6 f 44 eke Westerly. 
eee enw MOUSE, 2s 6 pe ce yb 5 ye. et Block Island. 
i. sNicholastPnematikos .........4.3,.....eds) Newport. 
fiemesiberrWarsmith. . 5. yss.45.5-c42 enw hiet Block Island. 
fon Georce Masmith : 65.440 4<4 456445 en8 4008 % 
Pr vermoner.)bittleneld: oo 4c6.6.a40040dlee ae 
ier lereae  ntieneld:. soo a2, 43,4445. 48eRebh a 
1. VSamue? Re Littlefield, 2nd....>.,.... 02. babs: *s 
“ES Loic 3) Seg GTA! (6 i ern coe "§ 
Bee Mouse bin Wenee hs. i5..e¢25 os05505008 iy 
Se SIMON SAMOS. 6 2:6 <8) 5. 240,44 elen CREE e 
“As SSDI Od be \951 27 (a a ane “ 
Pom centce. Wille Oh. 3.6 008.5. oan ddante Es 
Boe monannes JACOWSOM: << .s., 42,4 53,452,0..0445.¢ i 
Bu elonraraeMIBNel.. 2.0. c05 ned sida he ck.<csejsis “f 
olla: # GEGrPeINGIBOMEE vs /,2 5, cassie d oes cos ohh Peacedale. 
OG. ¥ SAMUIe Mer MOICKONS 6 5.2/4.5.2 8205, 5, 5,4,4,0(08)a.5, WEN Block Island. 
Sioa velo (eau oi) c 72s) Ne re 5 
Sommer bitileneld 05 2 cee is eS eee alsa 4 
Bee SVU Ett OSE McA oc) on y's at Dine Fk 
sal SE ig va Bra 04s) (ce a Westerly. 


Ay. WAADEtIn ti VNTIGCTSOM: - (<< dss c.eio.c< « 4 slaremuyaas Block Island. 
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Ligense 
44, 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
50. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 
Tele. 
72. 
73. 
75. 
76. 
Vi. 
io: 
80. 
8l. 
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Name. Location. 
Herbert Greenwoodisir . 22 eis eee eee Westerly. 
GestAndersome oh oe ae Seen oa ee Block Island. 
Johny A.M Ameersone: io. VR eke MEeA < 
WY allaran INES pa eaten ech ateeee eer anes “4 
EM UDA Meee ee reek cote ne Moctance toa Petiate Westerly. 
brie RO an ONE. 1502050 0k kt erates & agent oy Wakefield. 
LATO S I IUTGOS ae 2 vc nldswey cree ace ce Ne le ee Newport. 
PRAIA, SMAI i sc sh aro scalars coat peatrae sear he ee Block Island. 
Dag gc al WR DE oC 0 RR AE = 
Ralph WH: Woda mi. ets teettectan creed eke ‘i 
William P. Dodge......: Siig oatatlte cums aoe s 
Ec weane MEV GMSEM <6. co. catacst met stone yo ee 
[Piteanrtriog AACOGIITS «) o..-.5. csr. eee ee Newport. 
Moillardieinintchellly...0.c:c..4Gbt ee eee Block Island. 
Hector Me@ormick >... cc.) .acac inane East Providence. 
Irvang IVE. Baltes tix Gewcrect ks <a Block Island. 
ThaddeustA. Ball? och sks eee 
Chester A. Littleitelde <..7.0.u:.c.denen eee ce 
Walter Re Littlefield ).< +.25.c5. - he ees f 
Harold ‘Dy Woumne es ess eee 
Stanton CANE. vest cuss colo wte pcre ere ae Block Island. 
meng A. Dickens c) aunin cae neceuh ke 
Joshua PY Smithy: ie wercea kan heh eee Ee 
Ulysses. Westeott)..ccuk tnanuehecaes = % 
beliH, Allenin kd cea ch oe eee h Nee ae 
Bleszer Allen. .vetine ik Veen eee epee ef 
Parker iMiiieltell. i. tee 5 tot n & hile owe terete Rael m 
Bataille BeiDannes. sea ley. eee ee A Ss 
Jolin Py ay e8ex is 1 6 1c 8 eas Rate ~ 
Amaniuel Allene yes sik eects Chee hee een * 
Roswell Mitchell. ens.ic. Joke eek Veena kee 
LhineastDOWee ince ach seek eae ek eee * 
Nicholas Skapanakes. ............% 60008 Newport. 


Licen 
No 


se 


82. 
83. 
84. 
85. 
86. 
87. 
88. 
90. 
On. 
92. 
93. 
94. 
95. 
96. 
S7. 
232 
100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109: 
pe. 
112. 
113. 
116. 
i iy @ 
119. 
120. 
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Name. Location. 
JL 11100 271 i oe Pee ee Westerly. 
Ratan GT CO ONIVICT SONS 50a oh -\ 00 ara ond we Pane PM Block Island. 
Pre hiare: SteAGmMaaes |... <<) .</5..cnieee ane e. % 
Sih Orage U2 ae a ee col ee i 
Glas) 205] ot ah a a a Pa A Ge a 
restr IV EO BS ec scec 5 Sco sone ne oh OT RE. Prudence Island. 
Diniibeios WaMACuUsy :...- 4500 45 F OUR IR Newport. 
seasonal POR ESUE AYE 3 2022553) 0> ahaha Vora 7asaeey een Wakefield. 
i Ger 21a D0 921g: ee i 
IB erie EDs Ge bcos Peles Pian s -212-o caries end Block Island. 
Sliecsbaeame EE NI Arv 13). cacveTe ince Ae) essakavork osron's 64S Newport. 
"ET BAS BCS LR es Sa eRe CR SC te 
POTRELTES Wet CCW £0 haxcwsetrcs.baissseetacebabanshs OA Baste 45 
DMV TALS ECW - 365 pot <h cisp oes Spt en crs Rasen < 
TEER jie SS] A 0 eR eee oe en si 
[egies JSMTOCG 2s AO Be Oe Oe us 
Sy to lastvp MOTE WANN Soa fae whew cna Gy s4 dakar ss oper ran n EE EM 
(REGIE S TIS OOLASI A 5. ee. orbs ah as seen 5-0 ID, % 
SVs itt RO COTO GAS, si o459.2 04 <c3r 0 Teas ven aew he PE a 
IBRe tts Saber KAS nso cusp covey ty cv acati ay LOD WP " 
Iesteoml-HeiPedbOd ye .6165.5) se mest we A Middletown. 
1 GG Eee 10 (2101 | if 
WDerrare APRON As. Si ceckcvavcesesdanaupo-ch ar ee Apponaug. 
INtenolas Alemamolers 2 ).y.i<- bor cb ee ches oa Newport. 
PunPnonyebathinos s...2) 20:0. .022- PP BAA. ef 
FeV INHON EGY ns 5 sucka eisia eee wie PAU. af 
sip larraitleb as META ATI ey i4 so cones arse citotlonaetenats Jamestown. 
nF SESOSCOYE | S151 175 Pape Real Newport 
aes Py ERCTIMES SEY. oo ose cto sodas re Be CL Peacedale. 
LES aM 50 iC] <a) nee ee EVE Narragansett Pier. 
Bhicholieis HErIMe fo ).125. cc .3/oc ag 2 Bristol. 
iin Fra aes ROC OTR Cees yn coclav sna ov o-oo AES Newport. 
CEE STOP: Aes) ndhewerapad a seine rove 1 RC Prudence Island. 


3 
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License 
No. Name. Location. 

1271. GeorgerAc Warpenter #2. och aceeuececemt Saunderstown. 

122s Riedie PMabhersOn.. 2) 4). adic oaae cae + ee rs 

124... Archie:C, WH. Matterson...... 0... eee ‘i 

125. PC CONPOUn PAT KL nen ce ee sian hc cee Narragansett Pier. 

126.) )Hirnest auntietieldt.) oo2n cu scene he seo ook Jamestown. 

127. a hnomaseh a Nickersom:o 2 os 2.6 odes 3 ee Little Compton. 

129. Constantine Mataronas......,.....0.5.5. Newport. 

130: Bdgarcks Grinnell! (3205 Joe sce eee ee BY 

151.) Anastacio- Ampelo }) 20 ie. eG ee Newport. 

134-9) Nieholas Milas’: okie ook sew Gees Cee rf 

1S. Ala zamee RO Wile} gs cure eece wee sete ele eee ' 

136s) Nicholas: Mataronas oo. oe tan fee ee eee : 

137. .¥Stamox domOtahis: <-.-6sncccmame enna ae # 

139. welranksborlenas aya: ioc Geb weet eee : 

140 Johny Gioness.2 8c... Saucer ene eee eee cd 

4} s4 Johny WOleba? Rees See ee ek eee be eee i 

143 “uGenree ProkODIOSs 5 cutec ots ow See ke ee o 

146.0 Utiehard Hh Carnes: 282 <2 ee eek eee Oe Charlestown. 

148 u-AdelandMbourniens «oe. « Gece Cee oa eRe Newport. 

Oa Mdward Ne daw.) 2 ei eo loncu'ee on See “ 

051) NigholasMeeeCard ®ve cedces sa. oO é 

152: MenryeG VBusa. ool ee cube ce see co eee Bristol. 

153.) WememiasiGiones ..c0.¢ 8. besa oe 2 eee Newport. 

U5 Ay Masilsisuiearibe sok cen he oleae 2 ee i 

155.5) BenyjamimyA. Kannecom) 2c. 222) .2c.eeees Narragansett Pier. 

£56.09 (Constantine -Conomus, .6..0 we ee « ena eee Newport. 

161. Ane@elosMiamotis:... 2 occ. .¢s6 nece » Ee - 

162.0) Walltamilioltie oe okies wane Se Cage eee ‘ 

163: GeorgerT.WBareraves:.; 5 isc ues «sse eee Narragansett Pier. 

164), George SrWiohnstons. occ. bic ec ena wne ee oe Block Island. 

165.) Stamosisalomkas. 2 ....02 hf obus oss Gee Newport. 

168) PatriekdMieWann. ..o54 6 Ss hoa oe oe Bristol. 


1GOsremolandi He Crowell. oo o\¢% cio meme eee ee Conimicut. 


License 
Oo. 


170. 
172. 
175. 
ae 
178. 
u79: 
180. 
181. 
182. 
183. 
184. 
185. 
187. 
193. 
194. 
196. 
Lsike 
201. 
203. 
204. 
205. 
209. 
210. 
211. 
212. 
213. 
214. 
215. 
217. 
218. 
221. 
222. 
227. 
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Name. Location. 
WieteemMOH Cel: ccc cs hcatiaais eed Newport. 
Wlinmighl: SarneSsi fi ds gusceg a dec ew eS : 

Womotaris DOMOtarise:. occ25 ode. SUEDE. ‘ 

ames by, OGRE Sis. <4 754 Feri: becca Westerly. 

Jessel’ @rowellles © i562 )csn: 65s o2 saynale oh Bristol. 
Manieliinmetodolo:.:: 2. .45...24.200014 ze: 

Hereermirn. Warners fos ors caus ere ~ 

Mlareus Pe MEltAleM cc... bea seu gat Warren. 

guic mle rOnisn |e. akie4 fit ens aoe Newport. 

Py alluernm 0 AMMA i hoa ae ces as eee ek Narragansett Pier. 
GAAGRA eM. oso eka nails < ce 3 EM of 

Howard E;. Tattlefield. .¢2.3 55.5 2050. Block Island. 
Oderiss Wrmnm Os ee fans sdasen 4 

agar ome DNV COR oi csi sie dolahoyn LEIS Tiverton. 

ite AC KG A eos elect Peas ace tae Narragansett Pier. 
iPnyeretu, Wile.) 0. Seeker dee soa e fOde Block Island. 
AMMMUEL VACODK e. ) dca dgcs eae ee eas be dl ee 
Banewortlty i. Pearce; Jri. 2.4. 23. 2% Narragansett Pier. 
lesepansilyiar ei andl bate ou owls woes Little Compton. 
Ee rillver"Burdi@ke 2 i330 ae vee edee cok a0. Narragansett Pier. 
Waiber “ele MUM s 1 ie ao catia seid Pola Warren. 
Walberonrtthey i sk oes. veh eS Narragansett Pier. 
Brecdiiss niGkers Fi edly cae e BAN 3 

Hayward: Da Gaylors.< i625 2482.4 2 Pets as 
Mioyarrurtalen Us Yes 5 oie 04 tt LU Warren. 

Detect VM ET 8 Mino chro anny Qiece.t oe BLY Prudence Island. 
WWigmietStivieras 3.6 ieilerwlle de isis Little Compton. 
|e 5.118) id rh ro ve 

Hild Ones pracmewr chile eeieeeias Block Island. 
Bimest Be Streeters ics sed ate he OO. Wakefield. 
Mecemanviilliken «3% ie A209 Ros ooo. Block Island. 
Haneworthy Hy Pearees.: 2-3.) 20 es eed Saunderstown. 
Artine) sBeamehamipe ..) 0... Newport. 
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raNae Name. Location. 
BIB) Poli plane sic) ern. Nat. sie eae ole Jamestown. 
Zan.) ieenakoshParisst, 00. thos) Ne ome. | i Newport. 

2a.) Antonio Re iMedeiross. a. a) 0. 2/2 adh sche Middletown. 
Zao: \ GhmnAGmOUea i Ie Ne, be oo ae i 

Bot... | Whoa aN emia. ater lah. oho) guerpen ce wall bag Narragansett Pier. 
2590. Procopios* Mataromas. 42... os aishee Newport. 

2502 (Ge0trecMatArOnas iets. ks). dt 2. sanded ser es 

2a9... RoberteP a rralle i ooo oo ho Fe he Westerly. 

DAM... “BilvanimMiey scottish | aot eh a ee Ne iH 

ZAAey SOMMGWMATHEORG ooo Se ye. shen beta oat ¥ 

245... irterace: Bryeisdotes 3). 5, Ao ee ee u 

246. iAcahiel Bagliarkines. 6! O20 in ho See a 

Bay... dxdolphaswlaylonsy. : 2.5.0 saan ne ail eeeOey, Narragansett Pier. 
2ZA9. Thomas) fySaunders................s.aWesterly, 

2507) WewardwAmdrews... 6 c0.00k cies ek nec one Wickford. 

255. Opeteniameliester os Ao kc cat oo. od ee Little Compton. 
254.) dohinwhispanoliac) i OP Noe suc e bee Newport. 

258.7 Sealoumy Matches... ke oes Block Island. 
DO sete Ointi@eD NDE oye. a ka a 

ACOA Ties Vie ane ain etic cc se 2 bdo a ohare is 

Zoi) ned wail. cates CRT Oe he ie 

262. Harry 8. Champlin... . Ce ee Ce ee Narragansett Pier. 
263.9 ReubenpieKenney ss one 8 ccc esc cee te i: 

264). PhomasmWaRhodes) 200 oo... ka. sa pneeone "i 

265. Joshua G. \Giovzn07y 0) hhc eee er tS 

2GO:+ stenirype A NVNAlev eGo oc ote b secs eee . 

ONT «1,5 AN VEO AGOULEY oe. sip io 30s oe a x eto eo e ee rf 

268.) ~OttowelliSs Moder. ee Sees ee ees Block Island. 
mie. Commad Senge hirun tie etc sim eles ccs eae Tiverton. 

213. , Henna Cxonnson: 2... ie 2. oe ce ee Hamilton. 

Bia. Meamitel MeN Oe cis oy os ai alan oe wihegea pete Little Compton. 
Zi.) a OMS. PW MGO Raga) ce Saleen ee eRe 5 


BO: Sinai ewes IGHMBOM es. «65 ok kon ae Hamilton 


License 
No. 
277. 
278. 
280. 
281. 
283. 
284. 
285. 
286. 
287. 
288. 
289. 
290. 
291. 
292. 
293. 
294. 
295. 
296. 
297. 
298. 
299. 
300. 
301. 
302. 
303. 
304. 
306. 
309. 
313. 
315. 
315. 
316. 
317. 
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Name. Location. 
yd. Sos (rr eee Jamestown. 
@ancthanbime Frame. ys... os edisla oso ace Narragansett Pier. 
Pu redubeckhaimy od. peti ese ee eee? Tiverton. 
ecorcedN eI Paeih . ok ee ehe vie i Newport. 

Ghiavles Was wamsOM. <i... oy i 6 yao Me ts KE Pawtucket. 

HeMiswEre WOME! 21 sr 45s oxy dive cet cee Little Compton. 
Willianneleitreeborn.: .. 2... 5... asdales Portsmouth. 
WenrameWardsworth.), 0... ..c2c.0 064 ase Wickford. 
GhamlesW. Cowles, 6.405.065 foe. ss, eae Newport. 
NVaicEeVWiWeldsi a: fa Se. sole. ee # 

HVitecliie PHEANN og eka Sans se a BRE Narragansett Pier. 
Nica, ASingias. ne fees 5 Atk ee, SAR Little Compton. 
WallardglepsOrdens),.. isc. 4.5 «2 >, oe eeete Tiverton. 
@larencecdHs Wing | oo... 5 See. «e's, aes Jamestown. 

/OICE EY AVG C82) rr ee Newport. 

Cranes wababcock yi yee dys cs ee Peacedale. 
Nicholicvatilagy nly icy.o 5. sag 2's ios sae Newport. 

iNMPaagiin Meh@mipPSON... . css~ dis ee cs see te Hh Prudence Island. 
iakemcw NW ILGOX 22 ooops ty 4 ba ge Tiverton. 
HickwWarGeDeEGONIN sk ong oem jl ye es Bristol. 

Perel MROPbEE: 254.0 soe a3 ale «oss * Dutch Island 
(eaieiod Sens hy as ee ee Pe Jamestown. 
Pye Weilivaly We) Gu) aisee, ola oe cman. ae rh 

Pitea eemuemmes eae Newport. 
GiramleswGniGalloway.. «6. 44)s/6. 4. encanto oe 

Bema sGhNSOM. ..25% ce dys se ast q 

Rucalph Schadey. 5 sees. ca. sess waiide Jamestown. 
Bemiaraeivignmmiiy = 5, asc) ss, o4)«, «/-, see Y Newport. 

NUOTINE ai 221 Bcicih dg: ee ee Be Narragansett Pier. 
=e EPs Te 101 ats aD NU ap Newport. 

Noha) Wont ila oi ioe al dn dives «YOR 3 

sain SC Vere. ene a aks ch leet! Narragansett. Pier. 
ISI SLY OM i Se aga en eee as 


22 


License 
No. 


320. 
O21. 
322. 
320. 
324. 
320. 
326. 
328. 
329. 
330. 
332. 
330. 
336. 
337. 
338. 
039. 
340. 
343. 
344. 
347. 
348. 
349. 
300. 
dol. 
307. 
360. 
361. 
363. 
364. 
365. 
366. 
367. 
368. 
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Name. Location. 
Horace eT Wiebsteria 24.7 nkeee Sela ee Wakefield. 
Nicholas "Petiibised i ed odan aes ee Jamestown. 
Arthas Wh vents. 3.6.5.0. 0e 588 ee ee Westerly. 
Wallis Smiths sues end ese: OUR Oakland Beach. 
Herbertaicors jos 2 2 bas shed a ee Charlestown. 
Gye OPe VAL COX i isey cer ayelan ats aes ous! aes eae a 
SlephenMOM Pecicham ser. 42/0 <4 
AUS LD RUIN Soy 2020-8 Won ade hr on) Block Island. 
Perey. (Brownell: pda nos ws ah Portsmouth. 
Phomas cE Georwe a. 4.40.04 4G oe se ee Jamestown. 
TCH ORyr HN OLESS. «65 0k Sapo ow a etd a eee Newport. 
JAE HUES A UBIASERE. 6+. se. erect aueiateeanen slant 1 
Maxare iEvmoendanst;. <. k...\.+« horn + act ch nen Bristol. 
Josep hvEe Gham liaise ..5 os. Sine fake Charlestown. 
OtisiEbathawaye & cles. ea eee Block Island. 
JOEATROW TERRA WS Wh tele pce ara ct hie A Middletown. 
Ebenezer @rowelll 5 Wis eo oo aes o cee ate Conimicut. 
Byeretient alley si. Wahl easel oe Block Island. 
Patric kerio tlons, <b chcy otceeey td ksh eee Wakefield. 
Sidney Meee BOMB. 4). intelau haces ee Portsmouth. 
ESO ARETE Ke Asse Kav a 20 chs hears coat nee Newport. 
Charles slarkani...ce-scm ie tot ene Westerly. 
Jolin, Coniaell ys iiuyeahedentna tye tenckeh nae Newport. 
GeorgetG yDourlaseis. vice tchs Eee wees Block Island. 
Walter S: Hi aBlivemy <.:).0.4. 402%. 2 RE Newport. 
Bidiwanm yW-s IN age.) s.557-1cxercsarctisck se Watch Hill. 
William ss Wiebsterso..).i60 001 ho staat Wakefield. 
Tyieubera Ge INe aug s,, coy, 4 ac hs gic oe on eee Block Island. 
Mianitiel eames: . «1... Bote see re we Newport. 
Arnold Games. wii wit.< sek. iatnaitngren trae a 
Royal 13. Ringley’ sy boas Seeks i cl Cranston. 

J pAttmOre Wiright. 6 cn sy. sinh wees nest ° Wakefield. 


Odeseas: Booragtin tee ic dua enies eae Newport. 


License 
No. 


369. 
374, 
376. 
377. 
378. 
379. 
380. 
O81. 
O84. 
386. 
387. 
388. 
389. 
391. 
392. 
393. 
394. 
395. 
398. 
399. 
400. 
401. 
405. 
407. 
410. 
413. 
416. 
418. 
419. 
422. 
423. 
424. 
425. 


COMMISSIONERS 


Name. 


William Christiansen 
Edward A. Fitzgerald 
Charnes A cJames oir”, ibs 28: 
Alton de. Nemisyvanio. vite 
Edward Me Harvey... .. 0.4. 4. 
Himes attredaw. oF fee. a8. x 
JobmCauldhield: 0... ce... 
William H. Dickerson 
Witham He Peite sy... 2722. 
eon Mi. Chamiplin, 00.0 2s! ..: 
heland: Ov Jeflers.. 8s-5 - 4! 
Parisian UG he's vice seeds a5: 
ames MOUINES.2, atiye maths dryaies 
Han ep lek aime yest... tra iahern dich diese 
AEA AIOMC. «isk aus e ae ks 
FRONSPOUSIs Oe, jet hewn a yh, 


Joseph E. Holloway 


Georve By Ehull eee. god .. 
Jumes f Dewey 20. 
eury i Weaver... 0. ost... 
Hrank KayPraske yy!) . decisis. 
GeorgedicMexsie!, . box... 
Daniel WivLaselli. c,.6¢ 36020544 
RomisuNnkdler e285 ile Pk et 
Hom, Copinass./ 2 24 oc. vey te oe 
BATU NMODEE 0. yope ai c/a 45014) 
WrtksGustatsOns. w4)c0. kbs 
iheroy ‘CrowWallbour i. oii e202. 4 


Henry Bannister, Jr 


Br eA peti KAT ea bie 8 8 
-jicokd Rint BFE kas Me payee eee 
Josephine L. Towle.......... 
FEES N AUURAGOCS 23) as a0 5 oss Geet 
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Location. 
Gooseberry Island. 
Wakefield. 
Newport. 

Tiverton. 
Portsmouth. 
Newport. 

Tiverton. 

Warren. 
Providence. 
Narragansett Pier. 


Wa 8. IS ES Warren. 


Newport. 


tag 


Newport. 

Warren. 

Newport. 
Narragansett Pier. 


Saunderstown. 


ae eee Newport. 


(a3 


Tiverton. 
Little Compton. 
Wakefield. 


Kaien uy Ae Newport. 
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FISH-TRAPS, SET IN RHODE ISLAND WATERS. 


A table giving the number and distribution of the fish-traps in 
Rhose Island waters for the past sixteen years is given below. 

In this table the following arbitrary divisions have been made for 
the sake of convenience. 


I. Providence River.—South to a line joming Warwick Poimt and 
Popasquash Point. 

II. Greenwich Bay.—The West Passage south of Providence 
River division and north of a line drawn east and west, touching 
the southern part of Hope Island. 

III. West Passage—The West Passage south of the Greenwich 
Bay division, north of a line drawn due west from Beaver Tail and 
west of a line connecting the south pomt of Prudence Island and 
North Point, Conanicut Island. 

IV. Mount Hope Bay.—North of Railroad Bridge, Tiverton, and 
a line connecting Bristol Ferry and Mussel Shoal Light. 

V. East Passage-—South of Providence and Mount Hope Bay 
divisions and north of a line from Beaver Tail to Brenton’s Point. 

VI. Sakonnet River—The Sakonnet River south of Railroad 
Bridge to a line connecting Flint Point and the Breakwater, Sakonnet 
Point. 

VII. Off Shore—Traps south of above divisions and east of 
Point Judith, not including those off Block Island. 


VIII. Block Island——Traps set off this island. 


IX. Watch Hill——rTraps set along the mainland of Rhode Island,, 
west of Point Judith. 
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Tasie VI. 


Table Showing Number and General Distribution of Fish-Traps Since 1898. 


e 2 | a Ss & = é fe = 

Nt a el a lel tc al a 
MRSA a ob fons rays 4 6 | 26 9 34 15 De eh WANS nga 119 
2 eel eeieanaele 3 10° | 23 11 35 AL ll 67 lI littl 121 
TF) NL eh a 4 16 | 24 16-0) 3a" | 39 P| i Ai PL 135 
POE LAL Sa hse ay een eom Pirnad Wy soy litt tee! Wyte: ya 151 
AGO Dihes etysteheicrs ef | 6 22 | 27 13 52 14 PY te i eee ts Si ec 161 
OOS et 8.8 seer. ee 37 21 32 13 72 16 SOP Eee EUs ete 195 
OT ee | 6 | 27 33 Z 78 D4 ate Ary Wh eet lace vse 220 
ee 6 26 || 38 11 82 20 56 om Eee 240 
Ten Nee a 6 3501 OF 11 80 20 64 Sigh aati 249 
TF 7 37 30 12 87 22 70 lel ae ae 271 
TS Ae ee 7 38 32 12 87 22 AES AES IR 271 
RON sabe a ck Sh. fi 31 32 12 88 26 73 Boiler 277 
OTN feo Sg 59) 29 26 14 92 208 sl oa 8 14 283 
LCT Se eee 10 30 20 13 93 21 66 10 14 277 
Li ee 10 18 17 127 90 21 68 11 14 261 
FTI yl ada Sac 10 18 17 13 92 22 69 11 15 265 

| | 


DEEP WATER FISHING OFF NEWPORT, 1913. 


In general, the deep water fishing off Newport was not above the 
average. A noteworthy exception to this was the scup fishing which 
was far ahead of that of 1912 and has not been equalled in a great 
many years. The first deep water trap was set off Newport about 
April 17, although about a week earlier a stub trap was set in shoal 
water near Price’s Neck. Below Point Judith in the Watch Hill 
District traps were put in the latter part of March. No storms of 


any consequence were experienced during the best part of the season. 
4 
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Scup.—(Stenotomus chrysops).—The first reported catch of scup 
in Rhode Island waters in 1913 came as usual from traps off Point 
Judith and consisted of about a bushel. These were brought into 
Newport on April the 14th. Four days later, April 18, the first of 
these fish were taken off Newport. The catch of scup reached the 
“barrel-lot”’ stage off Pomt Judith April 20th, and about the same 
date one firm off Newport caught two barrels. From this time on the 
number of scup increased rapidly and by May 9th, the usual empound- 
ing began. Good catches contmued throughout the month of May, 
and a few were being caught as late as the latter part of June. The 
main run was over about May 31 and by June 18 there was little 
shipment except from pounds where thousands of barrels were still 
retained. The most conspicuous points about the 1913 season were 
the number of days in which the run continued, the large size of 
the fish and also the presence of great quantities of small ones. One 
firm was obliged to dump two traps to get rid of the small scup and 
thus make room for the market sized ones. An interesting item and 
one which bears on the question as to where the scup go at the 
approach of cold weather was the taking of a good sized scup off 
Jamestown in February and also one at High Hill Pomt im the 
Sakonnet River in the month of March. The extent of the run of 
scup as compared with that of previous years may be seen in Table 
VII on page 28 of this report. 


Mackerel (Scomber scombrus).—The first catch of mackerel on 
the Atlantic Coast was made off Chincoteague, Virginia, on April 11. 
The first in near-by waters were taken in traps off Cuttyhunk on 
April the 27th. On April 28th, four large ones were taken in traps 
off Newport. Around May the 5th, large ones running from four 
to five and one-half pounds each were taken in nearly all places on 
our shore, but in small lots. May 26th, the first large catch m a 
trap was made and consisted of 21 barrels. The mackerel season in 
local waters was very poor. June the 8th seems to have been the 
record day for shipments from Newport, when twelve thousand 
mackerel, running about 45 to the barrel, were shipped. 
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Tinker Mackerel, appeared outside in great numbers May 15th. 


Squiteague—(Cynoscion regalis.)—The catch of squiteague or 
weakfish, in the traps off Newport in 1913 was very poor. The 
earliest reported was made on April 23rd in the scup traps but not 
until May 14th in the traps off Third Beach, Newport. The best 
catches were made about June 23rd, although no large catches were 
made this year. A comparison with other years will be seen in Table 
X on page 29. 


Butterfish (Poronotus tricanthus).—A few butterfish were caught 
around April 22nd, mixed in with other fish. The large run however 
did not occur until considerable later. The first big catch of the 
season occurring June 3rd. There were large quantities of small 
fish all through the season. For the comparison of the first appear- 
ance for a number of years of these fish and others mentioned below 
see Table XI on page 30. 


Striped Bass (Roccus lineatus).—The first catch of striped bass 
in Rhode Island waters in 1913 was on April 14th. By the 21st of 
April the catches had increased to barrel lots. Some large catches 
were made the first of November, when one day’s haul amounted to 
eleven thousand pounds, Good average catches were made by all. 
One factor of the season was the large catch of these fish by the 
Gray Brothers as far up as Prudence Island, a greater distance inland 
than these fish have been caught in recent years. 


Sea Bass (Centropristes striatus)—Sea bass were first taken 
in the traps on April 26th. The majority of these fish taken during 
the season were unusually large. 


Sea Robins (Prionotus carolinus)—There were not enough of 
these fish caught to supply the demands of the market and the 
majority were small. The first catch was on April 26th. 


Squid.—The demand for this species of mollusk was very poor, 
and the catch was nothing extra. They were first noticed in the 
traps about April 23rd, and at that time were exceptionally large, 
some measuring eighteen inches in length. 
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The first Swordfish was captured on June the 18th. 


On May 7th a Drumfish (Pogonias cromis) which is quite rare in 
these waters was caught in the traps. 


April 16th, four barrels of young Pollock were caught off the Training 


Station at Newport. This is farther inland than these fish usually 
come. 


Tasie VII. 


Calendar of Scup Season off Newport, 1906-1913. 


1906. 1907. 1908. 1909. 1910. 1911. 1912. 1913. 


First appearance.. .| April 20.} May 2. | April 23.| April 19.| April 24.) April 26.| April 24.) April 14. 
Run commences. ..| May 1. | May 10. | April 29.| May 1. | May 8. | May 12.| May 1. | April 25. 
RInendsa-eeeee June 15.| June 24.) June 9. | June 14.) June 22.| June 20.| June 10.! June 18. 


Most abundant....| May 5 | May 21| April 29 | May 10 | May 13 | May 14 | May 14 | April 29 
to to to to to to to to 
June 4. |June 10. | June 1. | June 7. | June 5. | June 1. | June 1. | May31. 


Taste VIII. 


Calendar of Mackerel Season off Newport, 1906-1913. 


1906. 1907. 1908. 1909. 1910. 1911. | 1912. 1913. 


First caught in trap.| May 4. | May 2. | April 27.) April 17.) April 23.) May 6. | May 3. | April 28. 
First large shipment 


from Newport... | May 14.| May 17.| May 14.| May 4. | May 16.| May 27.| May 22.| May 26. 
Most abundant....| June 4 | June 11 | May 25 | May 16| May 16 | May 27 May 22 | May 26 


to to to to to to... s|/Sarto to 
June 30.| July 5. | July 1. | July 1. | July 25. | June 21,| June 20.) June 20. 
| | 


Record day....... June 4. | July 1. | June 20.| May 24.| June 10.) May 27.| June 12.| June 8. 


Season ends at New- | 
DOLE -lalsvaeirarieicias Near end|Nearend|Nearend| Near |Nearend| Near (Near end) July 29. 


| 


of of of middle of Aug. 1. of 


| July. July. July. of July. | July. July. 
| | 


¢ 
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TABLE IX. 

Appearance of Tinker Mackerel, 1905-1915. 
First 

YEAR. Appearance. 
WON 5 eho Hat. len che GE Geico DoKCReRO TS CRORE OS TATE cae SAS Cae creer occ AIC ORC ct HOM pCR June 25. 
od) Cy RO ROE Mr ys Se It We nS opera my Shee des tate cites noecaumielane’ss, Shoua a's ,e sveledele June 4. 
Ses I ee EOE ek) RUM ee GD a hee ary Sm as ods cote Scicer eye ocala origdete a wu aflee%e June 10. 
Ad) SEES ey, PPADS 2 ne eh ae PS ae eS SEC arab cbal alicicncre® Ceararveid easels.  esGlchess: | May 27. 
SED (1) Pe ee NRA etree A ue OS Pepe MPA eters et-chester ours os hee aibocenes atteilePar sy epaudh-e ise srca calle feb ieveper eve June 17. 
ST) ee aa Ha RUA 0S eso ev eh ac orcs fe, cuat wicca Sha’ arava 'd aceurtelsi's pave catai te «joel erpye leecher ere’ «Sie | July 1. 
Pio. it gM ety Pg Sie al ellie SiR hire eer, ain bee: tae ena July 15. 
MGA REMUS Ryn ys mi stse oh oc rotate eters Stee eect wp oee PETES Sha tate he laera atte 6 BeNcaNele ala a ee elaterala Be Wes June 10. 
LEDGE PN Cee cose ct Sec arch a yey ohaha ce fcecieler anes aeatnt cries cba getetecaceuers Stabelepel eure ober abate May 15. 

TABLE X. 


Catch of Squiteague in 


Scup Traps off Newport, 1906-1913. 


1906. 


“Stragglers’’ first 
appearance..... May 4. 


Commencement of 
BeRUibe cence ai teks June 10. 


1907. 


May 21. 


June 20. 


1908. 


May 7. 


June 6. 


1909. 


May 19. 


June 17, 


1910. 


April 9. 


June 20. 


1911. 


May 15. 


June 15. 


1912. 1913. 


May 13.) April_22. 


June 7. |June 23. 
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TaBLe XI. 


First Appearance of Various Marketable Fish in Traps off Newport, 1906-1913. 


1906. 1907. 1908. 1909. 1910. 1911. 1912. 1913. 

| 

| 
Butterhsh.. «2s April 16.) May 10.| April 28.) April 21.} April 22.) May 2. | May 21.| April 22. 
ELOTSEINACK ELE ey ceewl| ery eyall ay eee ene June 25.| June 17.} July 16. | July 15.|]........ July 18. 
Kan ee ishicerts «savas olltesase coe May 8. | May 4. | May 4. | May 13.|} May 10.| May 6. 
Mackerel......... | May 4. | May 2. | April 27.) April 17.} April 23.| May 6. | May 3. | April 28. 
Nes Bass. were ook | eee Lay May 8.| May 5. | May 4. | May 1. | May 4. | April 30.) April 25. 
Sea Robins........ April 30.| May 9. | April 27.| May 1. | April zi.| April 27.|} April 24.| April 26. 
CUD ee nat April 20.) May 2. | April 23.| April 19.| April 24.| April 26.) April 24.) April 14. 
CUR yews cieperaicasicle | May 4. May 10.] April 27.} May 1. | April 20.) April 28.) May 1. | April 23. 
Squiteague ....... May 4. | May 21.] May 7. | May 19.] April 9. | May 13.) May 13.) April 22. 
Striped Bass...... April 31.) May 16.| April 24.) April 21.] April 20.) April 22.) April 24.| April 13. 


TUNA FISHING. 


For more than a year your Commission has considered the possibil- 
ity of developing the tuna fishing off Block Island. No one who has 
witnessed in the latter part of the summer off Block Island the 
magnificent leaps of the fish locally called the horse-mackerel can 
doubt its identity with the famous leaping tuna of Southern Cali- 
fornia. Not alone an identity of species, which is easily established, 
but also an identity in game qualities. For there the fish leaps n 
pursuit of the flying fish, while here, the fish which is pursued rarely 
if ever leaves the water even when closely pressed. To such an 
extent has this idea of the importance of the tuna fishery near Block 
Island grown in the minds of your Commissioners that this past 
summer investigations were begun as a result of which it is con- 
fidently expected that this year the initial steps will be taken in the 
establishment of such a fishery. This industry brings thousands of 
dollars each year to Catalina Island, in California, and why not here 
where conditions are similar? In order that the possibilities lying 
at our door may be known some facts which were brought out in 
the investigation are here given. 
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THE TUNA 


This famous game fish of the mackerel family is known along the 
Atlantic seaboard as the horse-mackerel, on the Pacific Coast, as the 
leaping tuna, and to scientists as Thunnus thynnus, tunny, or tuna 
fish. 

In New England waters, particularly at Block Island, this fish 
has in the past two or three years attained considerable prominence 
not only as a food fish for the markets, but asa game fish for the ardent 
sportsman who enjoys the taking of large fish with the lightest 
possible tackle. 

For the past five years these fish have been fairly plentiful at Block 
Island and vicinity. While many specimens have been taken in 
traps and by harpoon that have weighed upwards of six hundred 
pounds each, the average weight is much less. Large numbers have 
been caught with hook and line during the past two seasons weighing 
from fifteen to seventy-five pounds each. Nearly all of these fish 
have been taken by the native Block Island fishermen and have been 
caught with wood jigs painted with aluminum and attached to stout 
hand lines. It is the smaller sizes only that are caught with hand 
lines, it bemg almost impossible to handle the large sizes without 
breaking either line or jig or tearing the mouth of the fish. The 
method of capturing the large sizes with harpoon is by “‘chumming”’ 
around the boat with small fish and pieces of fish until a large Tuna, 
attracted by the bait, ventures sufficiently near to be harpooned in 
the same manner as the swordfish. 

During the past season the price paid in the markets for the Tuna 
or horse mackerel has been sufficiently remunerative to induce the 
hand-line fishermen to devote a large proportion of their time to 
this industry. At four to five cents per pound, which has bee 1 the 
average market price, the smaller sizes would average more than one 
dollar each and while the fish were running, twenty-five fish per day 
to a boat has been no unusual catch. 

As a game fish the fame of the Tuna has spread throughout the 
world. At Catalina Island, on the California Coast, large hotels 
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are supported, hundreds of fishermen with their boats are annually 
employed by the army of sportsmen who visit the island each year 
for the purpose of angling for the Tuna and other smaller game 
fishes, with rod and reel and light tackle. So popular has the sport 
become that the boatmen do no fishing themselves, and will not 
permit a hand-line to be used from their boats. 

In the year 1898 the fishing for the Leaping Tuna (so named on 
account of its high leaps when pursuing its prey, the flying fish), 
resulted in the formation by many of the leading sportsmen of this 
country and Europe, of the Tuna Club, with headquarters and 
beautiful club house at Avalon, Catalina Island. With its motto, 
“fair play to game fishes”’ strictly lived up to, this club has by precept 
and example, established a high standard of sport, not only at Catalina 
Island, but all over this country. Its tournaments have been partici- 
pated in by enthusiasts from Maine to California, who have gladly 
accepted the rules and regulations laid down by the club, restricting 
the size and weight of rods and length and caliber of lime. Valuable 
prizes are offered at these annual tournaments, thereby increasing 
the interest in sea angling and adding to the membership of the club. 

Your Commission believes that what has been accomplished in 
California may, in a measure at least, be done in Rhode Island. The 
‘Tuna are here in large numbers. The shoals in the vicinity of 
Block Island and Point Judith appear to furnish natural feeding 
grounds for the immense schools of the fish that congregate there 
during the months of early autumn. The hand-line fishermen have 
proven beyond doubt their readiness to rise to the bait. Surely 
the Tuna will not refuse the same bait simply because the line is 
attached to rod and reel instead of being held in the hand. As a 
matter of fact, though not generally known, several Rhode Island 
sportsmen and even one or two from more remote points have tried 
them out with rod and reel with sufficient measure of success to 
demonstrate that with proper tackle and equipment, experienced 
boatmen, and some practical experience, the sport should be in every 
way equal to that in California waters. That interest in the sport is 
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growing is evidenced by many inquiries received by this Commission 
during the past season from sportsmen living in other states as well 
as Rhode Island. If this interest can be maintained and increased 
and the sport popularized to the extent of inducing the Tuna 
fishermen to visit our shores, an entirely new source of income for 
our native fishermen and boatmen should result. Thousands of 
dollars are annually paid to the boatmen of Catalina Island, and many 
more thousands paid to the proprietors of hotels and vendors of 
supplies and fishing tackle. 

As evidence of the magnitude of this industry from a commercial 
standpoint we append a statement furnished by Mr. Andrew V. 
Willis, Deputy Lobster Commissioner at Block Island. 


Buiock IsuAnpD, January 12, 1914. 
Mr. CHARLES W. WILLARD, 


President, Commission of Inland Fisheries, 
Westerly, R. I. 


Dear Sir:— . . . (Inregard to) the report on Tuna fishing 
at Block Island that you asked me to look up and send to you, 
would say, that it has been quite a job to get the true account, but 
at last I thnk I have it and am sending it to you according to the 
best of my knowledge and (that of) the best Tuna fishermen here. 

From the 25th of July to 20th of October, 10,000 were caught by 
hook and line, averaging from 15 to 30 lbs. In (the) same period 500 
in traps, averaging 500 to 800 lIbs., and caught with swordfish iron 
around 150 from September 10th to October 10, averaging from 
400 to 900 Ibs. 

This report is verified by, 


Rep. H. K. LITTLEFIELD, 
N. B. ROSE, Tuna Fisherman, 
M. 8. BARBER, Tuna Fisherman. 


Yours very truly, 


(Signed) ANDREW V. WILLIS, 
Deputy Lobster Commissioner. 
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Your Commission believes that the sportsmen of the United 
States should be told of the possibilities suggested by the facts above 
enumerated, and that it is the duty of the Rhode Island Commission 
to encourage and foster this possible new industry for the citizens 
of the State. 

Another phase of this same industry is the possibility of more 
effectually preparing the products of this fishery for the market. 
In California as may be seen from the followmg quotation from an 
article written by Mr. Wiseman for the Fishmg Gazette, there is 
a very considerable industry established in canning tuna. 


“Perhaps at no time in the history of the fish business has a new 
canned fish met with such instant public favor, in so comparatively 
short a time, as has tuna fish. Considering the very little advertising 
that has been done by the Pacific Coast packers, it is really remarkable 
the rapid growth the industry has enjoyed. The deliciousness and 
the wholesomeness, together with its economical features (packed 
without skin, bones or water), has in a great measure been the cause 
of its popularity, and the advertising has been done mainly by word 
of mouth. ; 


“The industry is in reality about three years old, although tuna 
was put up ten years ago, but was not forced on the market, owing 
to many objectionable features which had to be eliminated m order 
to produce a finished palatable product. The principal objection 
was an excess of fish oil, which at that time they had no knowledge 
of a process for removing. This has been overcome, however, and 
now 95 per cent. of the fish oil is extracted before the product goes 
into the cans. 


“The American tuna fish must not be confused with the Italian 
tunny, caught in the Mediterranean Sea, which possibly belongs to 
the same family, but weighs on an average of 1,000 pounds, so 
naturally is a tougher, darker, coarser-grained meat, resembling veal, 
while the American tuna resembles more the white meat of chicken. 

“The tuna caught on the Pacific Coast belongs to the mackerel 
family, and the average weight is about 30 or 35 lbs. There are four 
species of tuna which inhabit the waters of the Pacific Coast, princi- 
pally north of San Diego and south of Santa Barbara, between the Cal- 
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ifornia mainland and Catalina Island. This seems to form a basin 
in which they live from May until the later part of November, du e, 
no doubt, to the even temperature of the water. After they leave 
these waters we have no definite knowledge as to their whereabouts. 


“The four varieties are known as the Leaping Tuna, Bonita, 
Skipjack and Albacore, the latter being the one preferred by the 
packers, owing to the tenderness and larger quantity of white meat. 
The name Albacore is derived from two Latin words, Alba (White), 
and Cor (Heart). Though if the four above-mentioned fish were 
of even size and laid side by side, no one but the experienced could 
denote any particular difference. There is very little difference in 
the shape, but the fin of the Albacore is blue, while the Leaping Tuna 
has a yellow fin. 


“The Leaping Tuna has probably done more to make Catalina 
Island famous as a resort than anything else. Anglers from all 
over the world visit Catalina to fish for tuna. The fish is an unusually 
game one, and the tuna clubs offer a gold button to the angler who 
catches a 20-lb. or larger tuna, on a regulation rod and reel. The 
possessors of these buttons are not numerous, and it is considered 
an honor to own one of them, at least it is so considered by men who 
enjoy fishing for tuna. Flying fish is preferred as a bait by tuna 
anglers. 


“This brings me to the subject of baiting for tuna. We have 
no known fish in these waters that are more particular as to their 
eating. They are not scavengers in the slightest sense of the word, 
but, on the contrary, are unusually particular regarding their diet. 
They prefer sardines, small mackerel, herrmg and anchovy. This 
must be live bait, nothing dead will tempt them. The tuna boats 
are therefore all equipped to carry live bait, and, although fishermen 
sometimes school the fish by attracting their attention with corn- 
meal, all of the tuna that is caught for the tuna canneries of the 
Pacifie Coast is caught with hook, line and live bait. 


“Up to this time the Japanese have rather monopolized the fishing 
end of the industry. I know of no reason why this should be so, as 
any thrifty fisherman of any other nationality would receive con- 
siderable encouragement from the tuna packers, if he cared to come 
into this lucrative field. It is nothmg unusual for one of these fishing 
boats to bring in five or six thousand pounds of tuna after fishing 
several hours. 
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“The fish are all cleaned at sea, heads severed and entrails removed, 
then they are brought to the cannery, and are ready for the first 
cooking, which takes place immediately. During this process of 
cooking the fish is deprived of the objectionable fish oil. After 
this cooking the skin, bones and dark meat are removed, being used 
in the manufacture of fertilizer, yielding about seven units of organic 
nitrogen. The second cooking is required to complete the process, 
this being done after the tuna is sealed in the cans. 


“For the buyers of tuna fish who are not so familiar with the 
proper appearance of a perfect pack, it might be well to add that a pure 
olive oil pack has not met with the same degree of approval as a 
blend of salad and olive oils. The straight olive oil pack seems to 
have a tendency to grow stronger with age, which has not been the 
case with blended oils. 


“This pack should be a solid pack of large chunks of white meat 
only, without an excess of oils, but with the proper amount to saturate 
a given quantity of fish. A pimkish cast to the contents is quite 
an objection, inasmuch as it shows a presence of blood, due to improper 
drainage and cooking. A certain amount of salt is necessary for 
seasoning, but this could be very easily overdone and requires extra 
care in packing. 

“Tuna fish has a distinct place of its own, and is not a substitute 
for salmon, or any other fish. On the contrary, being a game fish 
of superior quality, we predict it is destined to be known in all the 
markets of the world.” 


ENFORCEMENT OF STATE LAWS. 


Four deputies were employed in 1913 to enforce the lobster laws. 
Two for the entire year, and two additional ones stationed at Block 
Island during the open season. 

The following prosecution was made and fine imposed and paid 
under the lobster laws (the names of those fined are omitted) : 


Newport, June 21, 46 short lobsters... .20 lobsters....... $100.00 


(Suspended sentence on 26 lobsters.) 
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In the enforcement of the laws relating to the fresh-water fisheries, 
your Commission has employed a number of deputies in various 
sections of the State who serve without compensation. 

The general fisheries laws of the State are in an almost hopeless 
tangle. Beginning in the early part of the eighteenth century for 
two hundred years laws have been enacted seeking to correct local 
and often temporary conditions. Later, the greater part of these 
were repealed and replaced by others. Some however were not 
repealed, but rendered ineffective through the passage of other and 
different laws relating to the same subject. In many causes it is 
doubtful if convictions could be obtained from laws existing on our 
statute books today. It is the sincere desire of this Commission that 
at some early date these laws may be thoroughly overhauled. 


BIOLOGICAL RECORDS. 


Physical and Biological records of various kinds have been con- 
tinued at the Wickford Hatchery and Experiment Station. 


AN EXHIBIT OF SEA FARMING. 


Under the above heading your Commission prepared as in years 
past an exhibit of marine and fresh-water fishes at the Washington 
County Fair which was viewed as usual by large crowds. The 
expenses of operating this exhibit is borne almost entirely by the 
Agricultural Society, and inasmuch as it furnishes a means of interest- 
ing a large number of people in the fisheries of the State your 
Commission has readily assented to continue it. 


CO-OPERATION WITH FISHERIES AUTHORITIES. 


In accord with the duties as prescribed by the General Assembly, 
your Commission has been in touch with the fisheries boards both 
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in this country and abroad and occasion is here taken to thankfully 
acknowledge the courtesies received. 

The meeting of the American Fisheries Society in Boston was 
attended by the members of your Commission. ‘Two of their number 
were elected to important offices. 


THE PROPAGATION OF LOBSTERS AT THE WICKFORD 
HATCHERY AND EXPERIMENT STATION. 


The lobster rearing at Wickford in 1913 in pomt of numbers was 
not as successful as in the previous year owing to the lack of egg 
lobsters during the rearing season. The unusually warm winter had 
caused the eggs to hatch before the egg lobsters were taken which 
resulted in a fewer number of spawners in the earlier part of the year. 
No unusual features are to be noted in reporting on the season’s work, 
although it should be stated that all the fry were reared beyond the 
fourth stage before they were liberated. The season opened May 
31st, and closed in the earlier part of August. 
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TABLE XII. 


Total Number of Fourth and Fifth Stage Lobsters Reared Each Year Since 1900. 


YEAR. IV. Vi 

AMY Pe Ree PANY Ls hk ie eh aA Set eae aids a dae wage OTA ae eee 
Lee SPE RR Lee ee oc ciate bs dinim e cluin wale ood Seale ease SOTA AN. ool co's 
Sachs, 20 ene do GOSH BRIA A He Oe eee i meee DT BOs e.. /8s: 
MASAMI Gk 28 SM ie el: res a lead dae «ES PB SOO S20 5 3 
°C po lb ne Oo Pee Pee eee ee SOOT toa. bs: 
pms ete A cio cet Se ra, ea 2S es Neh Wh cali th aaah WORT INIS, « c.sain sc 
Et as ee rN ra MEN Rs OL wd ne oS Le Be oe 3 58 189,384 24,800 
ST gb past Lae cise Ga ee Rat 294,896 4,900 
Tee ONE ee ee et a ae Ae Oe ee ene vee 322,672 5,481 
OTT. Ose bee nop te ls 5a es Re A a ilps )2) (espe aoe 
(LLP et Sateen gee SA <P a PO Ore 511,274 28,372 
Stipe Sie wate Todt be Steers tte nlaledt.. witl.o2 garecaniite 2 #299,042|.......... 
(ETE, oo dein Ms os 150-1 bls) a gee 
THIS). afk api sia arate sin Licta th aii Sati Sk ga ea A ea is ae #469,344|.........- 

Seste MESE Le: |. Sense, 2). Spine unt iig AR a eee he Ns aoe ts 2,986,383 63,553 


*The entire number of lobsters liberated in 1911, 1912 and 1913 were in the latter part of the 
fourth stage and beyond. 
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